Ay JIO3EPHYOLZ

HINGTON—High ahove
‘he Soviet Union, four
United States spy satelmvs

: 1an r*ns)'.le tesis. )
toanatly, two of the four Rhyolxta

sai-thires, hovering 22,000 miles up,’

o ooeration at any one tiume.
ir mission: To discover a Sovist
e biast-off within seconds and
i~niify the missile by using infra-
2l sensors to detect the pacticular
frarsdd Usignaiure” of that weapon.

wese spy satellites, alony with
land and sea-based radars, spy planes,
Lo listening devices c.nd a few—
VEYY *r‘w~—03d fe:holneu numan spies,

sake up the U.S, “verification” team...
»v will make sure that the Soviets

do nol ¢neatl i the new strategic arms
Iimitaiion treaty (SALT-2) is ratified
Ly ihe Senate. The critics say our
"van't do the job well enougn.

Disauise missile developmeny
i Senate began hearings on the

tron o last week, and one of the
FERT }n*s of the anti-SALT crowd -
v.. :al T1e Soviets can disguise new

i» ddevelopment and upgrada
-rategic missiles and hombers
it the U.S. spies learning the

"o Carter administratioa is the
fievr to publiely admit that the US.
dars have spy satellites, but Carter
f1as anlered that littte more be said
publnty. Ng photos taken by U.S.
spy ~arellites have ever been releas-
ed. . - )

Meevertheless, it 1S possibla
theowh interviews with people who
havs seen such phetos, to put togath-
gr a it of US. spy satellite accom-
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> Pretures from the photo satel- -
Liies, which circle tho earth at an
altirirda pf abant 100 miloe and

vermanent station, w:ucm"_f, ’

-ing a new suger submarine and a new

0.7 in time to stop the vxola"
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Soviet $3-9 missile warneads
) b eing delivered to zhe silos i
dr erent containers,;. indi cn ing the :
Sov ety were pulting muitinie rather -

han single nuclnm‘ .V'u'neau on eacn
m[aaxle T

# Photo sate‘htes were the "';:st to
discover that the Seviets were build. !
t
mini-aireraft carrier. This was bafore
the vessels were ready for sea trials.
Apparenily the sateliites took pic-
tur e3 of saipyard activity and matari-
als trucked into the yard,

# Central Intelligence Avency
analysis concluded a few years ago,
mainly on the basis of satellite ddta,
that the Soviets did not have an-
operational antiballistic missile w:——
tem for Moscow. The Russians had
dug numerous ABM heles in an at--
ternpt to deceive the photo satellites.

o Through electronic communica- |
tions intercepts by the National Se-.j
curity Agency - of Soviet |
com-'e:'sations the U.S. onor‘aedly 1
¢iscovered the Russian position on
the SALT-1 lns (bALT 1 was signed’
in 1972) ;" N

The U.S. has wout 30 spy satel-
lites aloft—they have a six-month lifz
span—compared with more than 200
tor the Soviet Union. The “Big Bi‘d” M
spy saiellite—weighing 11 tons, com- |
pared with the first Amecican a_o:es
in the sxv 20 years ago, which weigh-.
ed only 38 pounds—is the workhorse
of the 1.S. spy fleet..-

- Big Bird can take black and white, !
color or infrared television-piciures !
and can take a clear picture.of a 3- |
foot ob)ect from 100 miles up. That _
is, if it knows what it’s- loo:xmv for..

Coan filmy Inrge arses

To solve that problem, saten‘: es .
ing at 200 miles uo can film lar
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- and presumably its Soviet counter- |
part—cant photograph half of New |
Trnotand in one £:1m elin

-

antinuea




